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nions might naturally be expected, and in which every man
might indulge his own opinion, whatever it might be, with-
out any dangerous consequences to the publick. But the
clauses now before us are of a different kind ; clauses
which cannot be read without astonishment and indig-
nation, nor defended without betraying the liberty of the
best, the bravest, and most useful of our fellow-subjects.

If these clauses, sir, should pass into a law, a sailor and
a slave will become terms of the same signification. Every
man who has devoted himself to the most useful profes-
sion, and most dangerous service of his country, will see
himself deprived of every advantage which he has laboured
to obtain, and made the mere passive property of those
who live in security by his valour, and owe to his labour
that affluence which hardens them to insensibility, and
that pride that swells them to ingratitude.

Why must the sailors alone, sir, be marked out from all
the other orders of men for ignominy and misery ? Why
must they be ranked with the enemies of society, stopped
like vagabonds, and pursued like the thief and the mur-
derer by publick officers ? How or when have they for-
feited the common privilege of human nature, or the ge-
neral protection of the laws of their country? If it is a just
maxim, sir, that he who contributes most to the welfare of
the publick, deserves most to be protected in the enjoy-
ment of his private right or fortune ; a principle which
surely will not be controverted; where is the man that
dares stand forth and assert, that he has juster claims
than the brave, the honest, the diligent sailor ?

I am extremely unwilling, sir, to engage in so invidious
an undertaking as the comparison of the harmless, in-
offensive, resolute sailor, with those who think themselves
entitled to treat him with contempt, to overlook his merit,
invade his liberty, and laugh at his remonstrances.

Nor is it, sir, necessary to dwell upon the peculiar merit
of this body of men ; it is sufficient that they hare the
same claims, founded upon the same reasons with our
o^n, that they have never forfeited them by #ny crime,
and, therefore, that they caunot be taken aWay without the